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           Making a difference for Women since 1921 

The vision of SI is: 
To be a Global Voice for women through 

awareness, advocacy and action. 
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Happy New Year a little late but with much to 
celebrate a year older and a new decade.  Where 
does the time go?  We can look back over the year 
and see that we have done well.  It’s time to look 
forward and begin to plan for 2020.  We have all of 
awards to plan for plus Dining for Dollars and Dream 
It Be It.  Does that make your tired?  I hope not as 
we have the heavy part of the year to go.  We can 
always be grateful that we have our dinner meetings 
to carry us as we can share joys and encourage one 
another along the way. 
 
We already have something to be grateful for, this 
mild weather.  We may be a little wet, but we can 
scurry around and get things done and our elder ones 
can get out instead of look out.  Enjoy while it lasts! 
 

See everyone soon! MaryBeth 
 
 

DATE:  January 28, 2020 
TIME:  6:15 P.M. 
PLACE:  Best Western 
Premier Hotel, 
Harrisburg, PA $20 

Members who plan to attend the 
dinner meeting MUST notify  
Carol Ann Colyer (540-1278 or 
ccacolyer@aol.com by 6 PM  
the Wednesday before meeting 

 

MESSAGE FROM PRESIDENT MARYBETH 

Soroptimist International of Harrisburg PA - P O Box 61971 Harrisburg PA  17106 

 

 

January 2020 Issue 

January Invocation 
Jackie Speaks 

 
 

January 
 PROGRAM: 
Cash Collection for 
Bahamian Clubs 
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JANUARY COLLECTION 
 
We will have a CASH $$$$ 
collection for the SI President’s 
appeal to go to Soroptimist clubs in 
the Bahamas.  The islands were 
devastated by Hurricane Dorian in 
2019.  SIA has decided to leave 
support up to local clubs.  We will 
send all money collected directly to a 
Soroptimist Club in the Bahamas to 
assist their local population as 
needed. 
   
DECEMBER 
COLLECTIONS!!!   
 
We collected $134 to donate to the 
President’s appeal matter.  The SI 
President’s appeal is based on The 

Road to Equality.  
She invites 
Soroptimists 
around the world 
to join her on a 
'two-year road 
trip' to empower 
women and girls, 

as well as to raise awareness of the 
challenges that prevent them from 
reaching their full potential.   
 
We also raised $100 for our club 
with members 
donating and 
buying Mystery 
Bags.  Thank you 
for participating in 
this fundraiser.   
 
 
 

 
 
Start looking around for items for 
mystery bags as we will do this again 
at the April Awards Dinner. 
 
 
DECEMBER SERVICE – 
SALVATION ARMY SENIORS 
 
Thank you to Jackie Speaks and Sally 
Straining for shopping and delivering 
Christmas gifts to our two adopted 
seniors. 

GIANT, KARNS & WEIS CARDS 

Treat a senior 
citizen, a family 
member and or 
give a gift to a 

family or individual in need of 
assistance.  Grocery cards can be 
purchased in the amount of $10, $20, 
$25, $50 and $100 for Karns, Weis 
and Giant Gift Cards by contacting 
Jacalyn Speaks at 
jcspeaks@patreasury.gov 

 
Dream It Be It Program 

We will again 
partner with 
Salvation Army 
and the date 

has been set for May 12th.  While we 
will still work with the girls from 
Steelton Highspire, the place has 
been moved to the new Salvation 
Army facility at 506 South 29th Street.  
Please let President MaryBeth know 
if you want to help that day. 
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January 
5 – Miriam Rothermel 
6 – Jacalyn Speaks 
25 – Peggy Schmidt 

 
 
 
CALENDAR OF UPCOMING 

EVENTS:      
 

 
 
 

 
 
January 27,2020   Family Promise 

meal served at St Michaels 
Lutheran Church 

January 28, 2020 Dinner 
Business Meeting, 6:15 PM 

February 11, 2020 Board 
Meeting at Susan Wolfe’s home 
6:30 PM 

February 25, 2020 Dinner Business 
Meeting, 6:15 PM 

May 1-3, 2020 NAR 2020 Spring 
Conference, State College 

May 12, 2020 Dream It, Be It 
July 22-25, 2020 46th SIA 

Convention, Bellevue, WA 
October 23-24, 2020 FDM, Wheeling 

WV 
Oct. 2021 SIA Biennial & 100th 

Anniversary, San Francisco, CA 
 
 
 

 
 
LIVE YOUR 
DREAM 
 
We have selected the 
winners for our two 
awards that assists 

women in obtaining skills and 
education needed to improve their 
employment status.   
 
For our club the first-place winner, 
Gabriela Torres, is from Lebanon and 
will receive $1,000.  She is attending 
HACC working toward an associate 
degree in Business Administration. 
 
The second-place winner is Elizabeth 
Kimmel from Harrisburg and will 
receive $800.  She is attending 
Herzing University working on a  
bachelor’s degree in Business 
Administration. 
 
Awards are sent directly to the 
school.  In addition, the first-place 
winner is advanced to the 
Regional/Federation levels to 
complete for additional awards.   
 
 
FRIENDSHIP LINK – 
CANNOCK 

 
Cannock 
Soroptimists 
have been busy  
helping 
towards the 
cost of a 
Christmas meal 

at the Warming Welcome Soup  
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Kitchen in Mill Street, Cannock. 
Teddy’s hairdressers in Cannock also 
held two raffles which contributed 
£165 for the soup kitchen. The money 
raised provided a special Christmas 
Lunch for over 50 members who 
need a helping hand.  Club members 
also donated £143 to the 
International President’s 
10th December Appeal in lieu of 
sending each other Christmas Cards. 
 
Members and friends of the club also 
enjoyed a lovely Christmas meal at 
the Barns Hotel where we were 
welcomed by Acting President  
Maggie Shore. After the meal we were 
entertained by Rhona Pownall, a 
member of SI Tamworth who is a  
superb raconteur and poet. She had 
us all laughing and persuaded 
everyone to join in with her audience 
participation party pieces.  
 
Christmas is a time for giving and 
that is exactly what we did this year.  
For many years SI Cannock members  
have donated gifts which are given to 
the women and children who will 
spend Christmas living in the 
Pathway refuge for victims of 
domestic abuse. There will be over 30 
children spending this Christmas at a 
refuge. Gifts provided this year 
included clothing, toys, books, 
toiletry sets.  It has become a 
tradition for members to partly fund 
and cook a 3 course Christmas meal 
during December for those people 
who use Mill Street soup kitchen – 
some of whom are homeless, for all of  
 

 
them this will probably be their only 
hot meal that day. 
 
 
AMAZON  
 
 Did you 
know that 
when you 
shop for the 
holidays 
at smile.amazon.com/ch/23-
6298341, AmazonSmile donates to 
Soroptimist International of 
Harrisburg, PA? 
 
This is an easy way to help SI 
Harrisburg continue their great 
work for improving the lives of 
women and girls! 
 
Commission on the Status 
of Women 2020 

The 64th session of the Commission 
on the Status of Women  will take 

place 
at 

United Nations headquarters in 
New York from March 9-20, 2020. 
Soroptimist sends a delegation of 
members interested in advocating for 
the Soroptimist position, learning 
more about the United Nations and 
networking with other women’s 
organizations. The delegation is made 
up of Soroptimists from around the 
world and is a unique experience to 
learn, network and advocate. If you 
are interested in attending, note that 
space is very limited.  
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SIA PROGRAM ENGAGEMENT 
RECOGNITION -- Report on 
PHILANTHROPY SEPT. 1, 
2018—AUG. 31, 2019 

 

LIVE YOUR DREAM 
AWARDS® 

 • $2,625,743 in Live 
Your Dream Awards was 

given through the program 9% 
increase 

 • 1,655 deserving women 4% increase 

• 93% increased their self-esteem  

• 87% completed their education and 
increased their standard of living  

 

DREAM IT, BE 
IT®  

• 20,866 girls 
participated 44% 

 • 89% feel prepared to pursue their 
career goals 

• 90% feel more confident about their 
future success 

• 3,890 new and charter members 4% 

• 41 new and reinstated clubs S6 
clubs  

• 144,809 people in 
LiveYourDream.org community 13%  

• 585,105 unique website visitors to 
LiveYourDream.org 9%  

• 48,235 social media followers for  

 

 

SIA + LYD.org  

• $2,752,888 in total contributions 
20%  

• 88% of clubs participated in Club 
Giving 8%  

• LiveYourDream.org-branded 
materials placed in 600+ Torrid 
stores in U.S. and Canada; $95,000 
in Torrid Foundation funding for the 
Live Your Dream Awards. 

 

SIA Convention 

Registration is now 
open for the SIA 2020 
Convention in Bellevue 
Washington. 

https://www.soroptimist.org/for-
clubs-and-members/whats-
new/46th-biennial-
convention/index.html  

 

 
S I 100th Anniversary 
Celebration 

Did you know that 
October 2021 marks 
100th anniversary for 
Soroptimist? We will 
gather at the Fairmont 

San Francisco Hotel, October 1-3 to 
celebrate this auspicious event. More 
details to follow but be sure to save 
the date now 
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WHO ARE SOROPTIMISTS 

 
Soroptimists are women of all ages, cultures, 
and ethnic groups. They are working moms and 
single women, small business owners and 
corporate executives, attorneys, teachers and 
physicians. Soroptimists are leaders across all 
professional disciplines that also serve as role 
models for younger women at the beginning of 
their careers. The common thread that connects 
all Soroptimists is the desire to make a 
difference for others through volunteer service. 
 
Soroptimist International of the Americas (SIA) 
is part of Soroptimist International, the world’s  
 
 
 
 

 
largest classified service organization for 
executive and professional women. 
 
The Harrisburg Club’s mission is to use our 
time, talents and resources to advance the status 
of women and children. To accomplish this 
mission, we establish and support specific 
projects to address the needs locally, regionally 
and internationally. 
 
We are on the web at: 
www.harrisburgsoroptimist.org 
 
 
SOROPTIGRAM  DEADLINE:   
Deadline the first Wednesday of month 
(unless the 1st is a Wednesday then it is the 
2nd Wednesday). 

 
 

SOROPTIMIST PLEDGE 
 

I pledge allegiance to Soroptimist and to 
the ideals for which it stands. 
The Sincerity of Friendship 

The Joy of Achievement 
The Dignity of Service 

The Integrity of Profession 
The Love of Country 

I will put forth my greatest effort to 
promote, uphold and defend these ideals, 

For the larger fellowship in home, in 
society, in business, for Country and God. 
                  
 
 
 
 
 

 
Editor:  Alice Lubrecht 

Associate Editor:  Carol Ann Colyer 
 

 
 


